THE  LETTERS   OF  KING  HENRY  VIII

knit up this tragedy, we think it should not be amiss that we
should send the said Darcy, Constable, and Aske down for that
purpose; requiring you with diligence to advertise us of your
opinion in that behalf. And if you shall think this our device
good, then we require you to put yourself in such order, as, at
their coming down, they may be executed in such sort as shall
be prescribed; though there should be any naughty hearts that
would grudge or maligne at the same.

Thus have we declared unto you the causes that have specially
moved us to stay in our intended journey for this year; which
we require you to set forth as is before expressed, with our deter-
mination upon the same for the sending down of our pardon.
Nevertheless, to be frank with you, which we desire you in any
wise to keep to yourself, being an humour fallen into our legs,
and our physicians therefore advising us in no wise to take so
far a journey in the heat of the year, whereby the same might
put us to further trouble and displeasure; it hath been thought
more expedient that we should, upon that respect only, though
the grounds before specified had not concurred with it, now
change our determination, than that we should be too precise in
that which to us and our whole Realm might after minister some
cause of repentance. But this we write to you alone> as is afore-
said, and require yourself to retain it accordingly.

It is significant of the real strength of Henry's position that
the only attempt at interference made by Catholic Europe was
entirely abortive. Both Charles and Francis were far too busy
with their own war to have anything but sympathy to spare for
the insurgents. Then, in February, 1537, when it was all over
except the executions, the Pope dispatched Reginald Pole, now
Cardinal, as legate a latere, to encourage the Catholics. Any-
thing more hopelessly belated and stupidly calculated, either as
a practical measure or as a gesture, can hardly be imagined.
When Pole's mission was known Henry at once wrote to the
; English-agents abroad to prevent him from reaching England,
The following-was addressed to Hutton, at Brussels,
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